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Vision Statement

The Sherman ISD Technol-
ogy Team vision is to provide a
consistent, stable, and secure
technology environment that is
conducive to learning by provid-
ing tools, training and prompt
support to all SISD staff and
students.

http://www.shermanisd.net

Technology Unpluggea

Mignon Plyler
Sherman ISD Technology

elcome to the winter 2006 edition of SISD Technology

Unplugged. The New Year started out well. Sherman

ISD employees returned from the winter break to find
a new email system in place. The SISD technology team ad-
dressed two significant projects/problems over the winter break.
With erate funding we were able to purchase a new email sys-
tem and move our email process inside the network. It has taken
much time and effort to configure accounts on individual comput-
ers, but it has been well worth the effort. Before the installation,
many of your email inboxes were quarantined on a daily basis
due to viruses and were constantly filled with SPAM. Address-
ing SPAM and viruses was a monumental task. The Mirapoint
Email system processes and removes viruses before they are
delivered to your mail box. Over 200 viruses per day are being
removed from email. Most SPAM is being filtered and classified
before it reaches your inbox. The email system is processing an
average of 70,000 pieces of email daily. Of the 70,000, approx.
6,000 messages are legitimate and the remaining 64,000 are
SPAM. The SISD Technology team is continually refining and
learning the new email system. Thank you for your patience as
we venture into this new area.
As many of you know, two days before winter break, one of
the main SISD servers experienced a failure on one of its hard
drives. As a result, your “My Documents” folder was unavail-
able. We were able to recover the server over the break from the
backup. Fortunately, only two documents were damaged beyond
repair. In light of this incident, | would like to take this opportunity
to remind you of a couple of things. First, as good as technol-
ogy is, occasionally it fails. Therefore, it is imperative to back up
important documents. You can save backups to your hard drive,
your desktop, or a USB drive. Secondly, space on the SISD serv-
ers is limited. As we were restoring the files on the server we
noticed many photo/audio/video files. These file types occupy a
large area of disk space. We would ask that if it is necessary for
you to save photo/audio/video files, please save them on your
hard drive or on a CD, not on the server. If you have questions
regarding backups or the best storage option for you, you may
contact your campus technology specialist or the HELPDESK.

Technology Training

The following SISD technology
training is being offered. The train-
ing will count for three CPE hours.
Training will be held at Austin Col-
lege. If you need a sub for a class,
you will need to call the Sub Line.
It will be counted as Professional
Development. Please clear your
absence with your principal before
registering. If you wish to attend
one of these sessions, email
training@shermanisd.net.

The Technology Department
strives to meet the needs of all
employees. If you are unable to
attend training, use the technol-
ogy helpdesk system and request
“just in time” training scheduled at
your convenience.

Microsoft Photo Editor
Friday, Feb.10, 8:15-11:15

United Streaming
Thursday, Feb. 16, 8:15-11:15

Microsoft Excel Basics
Friday, February 16, 8:15-11:15

Integrating Excel
Friday, February 16, 1:00-4:00

Advanced PowerPoint XP
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 8:15-11:15

Microsoft Producer
Friday, February 24, 8:15-3:15

903.891.TECH..,

Helpdesk Hotline



New Windows XP Program Available for XP Systems!

Installation Instructions

Photo Story 3 for Windows

Combine... * Double click the icon as shown above,
it is located on the Taskbar at the lower
right hand corner of your desktop.
Photos « Put a check in the box next to Photo

Story 3
Music  Click Next s
» Click Next again F-rozw .
\oice * Click Finish WSV

If you need any assistance installing,
Effects contact your campus tech specialist or
call 903.891.TECH.

Teddy Pitman, Special Projects Coordinator

that you or your students can share with friends, family, and other teachers and students. After you have

completed the installation instructions above, go to Start, select All Programs, and click Photo Story.
When you open the program, you will choose Begin a new story and click Next. Then follow the steps to cre-
ate your very own Photo Story. Students will love this!

1. Click Import Pictures: After you insert your photos, they will show up in a timeline across the bottom. You
can click on each one and edit and crop it if necessary with the editing tools. Click Next when finished with
the editing.

2. Add a Title to Your Pictures: Type the title in the box. Then use the Font and Alignment buttons above the
box to make changes to the title. Use the Effect drop down box to choose interesting effects for your pictures.
Click Next when finished.

3. Narrate Your Pictures and Customize Motion: Click the red Record button. Click on each picture in the
timeline as you narrate your story. Click the Stop button when finished. Click Customize Motion below the
picture preview window to set the number of seconds for each picture to display. Click on the Transition tab
to give each picture a transition to the next picture. Click Save and then Close when finished choosing motion
and transitions. Click the Preview button to make sure everything is the way you planned. Click Next.

4. Add Background Music: Click Select Music and choose your audio file or click Create Music and select
from various musical properties. Click Next when finished.

5. Save Your Story: You will probably want to choose Save Your Story for Playback on Your Computer.
Give your story a File Name, and then click Browse to save it. Click Next and it will build your story and save
it in the chosen location.

6. Save Project: You should save your project if you plan to make changes or additions to it. This will save it
in a file that will open in Photo Story for editing.

7. Click View Your Story: This will open your story and play it with Windows Media Player 10. You must have
this version of Windows Media Player to view your story correctly. When finished, click Create Another Story
or Exit.

P hoto Story 3 is a very user friendly program that leads you through the steps of creating video stories
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Texas Computer Education Association

The Texas Computer Education Association is the largest state organization de-
voted to the use of technology in education. Founded in 1980, the organization
has been very active throughout Texas in supporting instructional technology.
TCEA's primary focus is on integrating technology into the K-12 environment
and providing our members with state-of-the-art information through confer-
ences, workshops, newsletters, the Internet, and collaborations with higher
education and business. TCEA is affiliated with the International Society for
Technology in Education (ISTE) which provides a two-way channel of information throughout the world.
To find out more about TCEA visit the following Web page: http://tcea.ora/

The Sherman ISD Technology Team and teachers will be presenting again this year at the TCEA Annual Convention in Aus-
tin, TX.

Creating Web Pages that Java

Presentor: Beth Weeks

Participants will use free Java applets that can be modified to create word search puzzles for classroom or concentration
games and more.

PowerPoint United w/ Video

Presentor: Amy Elliott

This workshop shares ways to use PowerPoint with video and Microsoft Producer to enhance the curriculum through interac-
tive student projects, instruction and professional development.

Digital Artistry: Unleash Creative Expression with Projects and Teaching Strategies

Presentor: Mary Hensler

To produce graphic artists with 21st century skills requires cooperation between technology and art departments; the focus

and skills required for each only serve to enhance the other. The process of developing designers has long been the job of

art departments, but today’s designers also require an understanding of new technology and electronic media. See a show-
case of student work utilizing traditional design strategies.

iStation Imagination Station Presentation

Presentors: Doug Walters, and Jefferson teachers Betsye Stewart, Leann Ramsey, Michelle Vance, Donna DiPaola, Kather-
ine Cravey, & Joyce Wilkerson

The Imagination Station is an Internet-based interactive education network for pre-kindergarten through third grade children.
The Imagination Station features an unprecedented integrated reading instruction and intervention program that aligns to the
federal No Child Left Behind Act. We currently use iStation at Wakefield and Jefferson Elementary.

Web Resources for the Interactive Educator

Science Reading
Backyard Jungle i
http://backyardjungle.org Reading is Fundamental (RIF)

the flora and fauna in local communities. Students and ~~ T@ke your class on a reading adventure and access fun
teachers can load photos, drawings and descriptions of activities, lesson plans, articles and Web resources.
their natural surroundings.

] . Cross-Curricular
Nueroscience for Kids
http://faculty.washington.edu/chudler/neurok.html

Explore the nervous system in this detailed Website AOL@School
that includes many activities, experiments, articles, http://school.aol€om/ _ _
research and other resources. Explore this resource that provides educator-reviewed

classroom resources for PK-12 students and teachers.
You will quickly find activities, research materials, multime-
dia resources and lesson plans for all core subjects.
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Incoming Mail Messages versus Junk Mail Messages / Minute
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Mirapoint Webmail: Save As Draft

Mirapoint Webmail: Composing

and Sending Messages If you are composing an e-mail and

don’t have time to finish it, click the
button Save Draft at the top of your
Compose window. When you are
ready to work on it again, click on
Folders on the left of your screen.
Click on the Draft folder. Then click
your unfinished message. Click
Restore Draft to continue working.
Click Send when ready

When you compose messages in
Webmail, be sure to Tab to the next
section after you type the Subject.
If you Enter, it sends the message
before you finish it.

[&a HP Technology for Teaching Grant Initiative

The HP Technology for Teaching Grant Initiative is designed to support the innovative use of mobile technol-
imwent ogyinK-16 education, and to help identify K-12 public schools and two- and four-year colleges and univer-
sities that HP might support with future grants. Based on the outcomes of the projects funded through this

initiative in 2006, HP may offer some grant recipients additional, higher-value grants in 2007.

In the U.S. the HP Technology for Teaching initiative encompasses a total investment of more than $21 million since 2004,
impacting 329 kindergarten through 12th grade public schools and 73 two- and four-year colleges and universities engaged in
transforming teaching and learning through the integration of technology in the classroom and beyond. HP’s total commitment
to the HP Technology for Teaching Program for 2004-06 is approximately $35 million worldwide.

Wednesday February 15, 2006, 5 p.m. (Pacific time): Deadline for submitting proposals.

Award annoucements will be made no later than May 1, 2006 and a list of the award recipients will be available on this site.

For more details and application, go to : http://www.hp.com/hpinfo/grants/us/programs/tech_teaching/index.html
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Landforms Activity
Tracy Powers, Dillingham Technology Specialist

tain or gone white water rafting? Maybe you have just ridden your bike down a steep hill in your neighborhood.

If you have done any of these things, you have experienced first-hand the different forms that land around you
can take. Students in Mr. Foster’s science classes have been experiencing land forms by participating in a Webquest
created by Karen Gamblin. _http://www.barrow.k12.ga.us/hes/html/landforms.html
This multi-step webguest includes research, note taking, collecting photos, and creating a storyboard. After the prepa-
ration steps/the students are creating and presenting slide shows illustrating a specific landform along with photos
and graphics. This project gives students an excellent opportunity to use their technology skills to acquire and present
information.

I I ave you ever been fishing at a lake or ridden the waves in the Atlantic Ocean? Have you ever hiked up a moun-

Wakefield Kindergarten Students Learn File Management
Sharon Krenek, Campus Technology Specialist

work. Well, the kindergarten students in Ms. Ryan’s class aren't
losing anything. They are learning to save their work. Ms. Ryan’s
students have been learning many new technology skills this year, but of-
ten do not have time to finish their assignments before their computer lab
time is over. Many students began to complain about having to start over
again when they got back to their classroom. So...Ms. Ryan decided it
was time for them to learn to save their work. She began by creating a
“Ryan’s Class” folder in her My Documents folder under their class login.
Next, she made an individual folder for each student in her class folder.
The next time they came to the computer lab, each student opened a
PowerPaint file titled, “Things | Like”. The assignment was to insert a
graphic on each slide and write a sentence about the picture. Each
student had to complete five different slides. Using the projector in the
computer lab, all of the students were “walked through” the saving process
together. After all students saved their work, they went back to their folder and opened up their “Things | Like” file.
They were all so excited to find their work. Now, neither the students nor Ms. Ryan need to worry about losing any
assignments.

Q s teachers, we often hear about how students lose their home-

“Excel”ing in Education!
Jenniefer Parker, Campus Technology Specialist

Students and teachers at Crutchfield and Jefferson Elementary, as well as around the district, are discovering the
great potential of Microsoft Excel. This spreadsheet program is be-
ing used with elementary students in kindergarten through fourth
grade. Being able to use a spreadsheet program to create graphs
and manipulate numerical data is actually part of both the third and
fourth grade Technology Report Card projects.

However, students don't have to wait until the upper elementary
grades to be exposed to Excel. Below are a few examples of how
various teachers have used Excel with their students:

» The Crutchfield kindergarten team used Excel to expose
their students to a 100 chart. The students used the ar-
row keys of the keyboard to move to different cells to fill
in the correct number.

» Second grade teacher Lara Maldonado did an activity on
whale length. They used Excel to create a table with their
collected data and then they created a bar graph from
that data.
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“Excel”ing in Education! cont.

« All third and fourth grade students at Crutchfield and Jefferson are currently using Learning.com lessons
that focus on spreadsheet skills. After completing the lessons, students will use Excel to demonstrate what
they have learned in the areas of charts, graphs, calculations, and formulas. All of which directly relates to
the SISD Technology Report card.

In addition to using Excel with the students, many teachers use the program for various management issues, includ-
ing, but not limited to the following:

e Creating charts and lists for the classroom

e Averaging grades

e Storing and sorting student information

As you can see, Excel is a very versatile program that complements both student learning and classroom manage-
ment. If you are not familiar with this “excellent” program, SISD provides many training opportunities ranging from the
program basics to the actual integration of the program into learn-
ing. If going to a training doesn't fit into your schedule, there are
many self-paced, online lessons provided by Learning.com. Ask
your campus technology specialist for more information on how to
create your own Learning.com class and begin your “Excel’lent
journey today.

This carved wood button was created using
Macromedia Fireworks by SHS student
Brittney Keel in Mrs. Freeman’s Web Mas-

Not Your Momma’s Classroom! X
tering class.

Beth Weeks, Campus Technology Specialist

sn't it awesome how technology has become such an integral part of our classrooms! It is so cool to see Mrs.

Ford’s and Henson'’s Pre-K classes come in and sit in the

computer lab. Their feet hardly clear the end of the chair and
yet there they sit, working on the computers. Pre-K students
at Fairview school love to use the computers in their classroom
and in the lab to work on Type to Learn, Jr. and Starfall. Just
come in and watch them find the letters on the keyboard and
say the sounds as they put letters, sounds and technology to-
gether!

Sherman Independent School District
120 West King Street

Sherman, TX 75090

903.891.6400

Superintendent: Dr. Rodney Hutto
SISD Technology Unplugged is published monthly by
the SISD Technology Department for all of the district employees, the

Fairview second graders in Ms. Quayles class mtegrat- Board of Education and interested patrons.

ed technology through a Social Studies map unit. The

students used their hand drawn, rough drafts to guide Director of Technology: Mignon Plyler mplyler@shermanisd.net
them as they used the Microsoft Paint program to draw http://www.shermanisd.net

SISD Technology Department: 903.891.6423
maps.

Sherman ISD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, gender,
national origin, age, marital or veteran status, or disability.
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